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The Research Council of Zimbabwe hosted a press conference on 12 July 2016, to give an update on
preparations for hosting of the 11th Zimbabwe International Research Symposium (ZIRS). The Zimbabwe
Tourism Authority supported the press conference fully and pledged more collaborative support in hosting
the 11th ZIRS. The 11th ZIRS is a major business and research event not to be missed.
During the media briefing the Research Council of Zimbabwe (RCZ) Executive Director, Mrs Susan Muzite
highlighted that Entrepreneurs are important contributors to job creation, poverty elimination and economic
transformation. Support of targeted and evidence-based strategies to promote growth of the sector is
required. One such strategy is providing a platform through the 11th ZIRS for acquiring new knowledge to
innovate. The Symposium scheduled for 16 and 17 February 2017seeks to link entrepreneurs with research
results for the production of world class goods and services. The theme of the 11th ZIRS is “Research for
Unlocking Entrepreneurship: Bridging the gap”. The goals and objectives of the 11th ZIRS are:




To provide a platform for bringing research results to entrepreneurs.
To enable researchers and decision makers at all levels (including entrepreneurship level) in
Zimbabwe and the rest of the world to exchange information, research findings and ideas for
unlocking wealth.
 To promote smart partnerships among researchers, entrepreneurs and other users of research
results.
The ZIRS is an international event dedicated to
showcasing the latest scientific research results.
ZIRS is an opportunity in line with National
Research Priorities and ZIMASSET for forging links
for research collaboration across all disciplines and
institutions and obtaining accurate and reliable
knowledge. Other benefits include:
 Face to face interaction with experts from
various disciplines
 Young researchers have the chance to get
mentorship from more seasoned ones.
 Authors benefit from publication of their
papers in the renowned ZIRS Book of Papers
Presented, refereed, edited and published to
international standards.
Authors with
papers published in the Book stand to benefit
from using it for promotional purposes in
RCZ Executive Director Mrs Muzite Addressing the press
institutions of higher learning.
conference
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Press Statement on the 11th ZIRS to be Held in
February 2017 At Elephant Hills Hotel, Victoria
Falls… Cont

11th ZIRS State of Preparedness
At the press conference held on 12 July 2016, the
Chairperson of the 11th ZIRS Organising
Committee, Dr Garwe gave an overview of
progress made in preparing for the symposium.
To date the Research Council of Zimbabwe has
formed the 11th ZIRS Organising Committee
following
Nominations
from
Government
Institutions /Departments, Research Institutions,
Academia and the Private sector. The Committee
has 31 members subdivided into 4 Subcommittees, namely: Finance & Administration
Sub-Committee,
Awards
Sub-Committee,
Publications, Adjudication and Reviewers SubCommittee
and
Publicity
and
Resource
Mobilisation

Those interested in taking part in the 11th ZIRS
can come on board in a number of ways which
include: Submission of papers for oral
presentation; a second call for abstracts with a
deadline of 31 July 2016 has already been
advertised. Registration to attend the 11th ZIRS
is open to everyone, from entrepreneurs,
researchers, students to funders of research
among others. Local, regional and international
research centres, corporates, and young
scientists are also being invited to exhibit at this
event. Another way to take part at the event is
through sponsoring the event; RCZ is grateful
for its usual partners and asks them to come on
board again in support of this noble cause as
this is also time to showcase their brands to the
whole world. New partners are also invited to
take up sponsorship opportunities.

A Call for abstracts was advertised in the local
press and using various online platforms, as a
result 134 Abstracts were received after the First
Call. A Second Call was sent out to local and
foreign Institutions, to boost International
delegates’ participation and increase the number
of papers in the pure and applied sciences. The
Call for Nominations for Awards is in the process
of being publicised. The venue for the event has
already been secured and engagement of potential
sponsors and exhibitors are in progress.

RCZ all-weather partners in ICT were urged to
come through in full force. Researchers heavily
depend on ICTs hence the call to this important
sector.

Research Conference Announcement

11th Zimbabwe International Research
Symposium
Date: 16- 17 February 2017
Venue: Elephant Hills Hotel, Victoria Falls
Dr. Garwe at the press conference

Theme: “Research for Unlocking Entrepreneurship:
Bridging the gap”.

Dr Garwe indicated a lot of publicity activities are
planned for the 11th ZIRS and the Press
Conference was one of the many activities
planned. The media was urged to support this
important national event through the power of the
pen.
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11th ZIRS Press Conference in Pictures

A cross sectional view of the people at the press conference

Some members of the 11th Organising Committee at the press
conference

Mr. Chidzidzi (left), Mrs. Muzite (centre), and Dr Garwe (right) after the press conference

A cross sectional view of the people at the press conference
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Mr Chigwamba’s Presentation on Expectations
of RCZ when Applying for Foreign Researchers’
Registration and Shipment of Specimens

RCZ successfully hosts Foreign Researchers
Registration Sensitisation and Consultative
Workshop

The presentation by the Foreign Researchers Committee
Chairperson, Mr S. C. Chigwamba touched on issues that
include registration forms, institutions of affiliation,
immigration requirements and registration fees among
others. The presentation sought to simplify the application
process and recommend the best practices for researchers
when applying for registration.

The Research Council of Zimbabwe hosted a workshop on
Foreign Researchers Registration and Sensitisation on 29
July 2016 at Monomotapa Hotel where over 130 delegates
from Government Ministries, and Departments, Universities,
Research Institutions, Researchers, Users of Research
Results and Foreign Researchers attended.
In his welcome remarks, read on his behalf by the RCZ
Executive Director, Mrs S Muzite, the RCZ Board Chairman
Dr. M. J. Tumbare stated that the RCZ is mandated by the
Research Act [Chapter 10:22], Section 27 to register foreign
researchers. The RCZ remains focused on delivering on its
obligation of registering foreign researchers. The Chairman
noted that the registration of foreign researchers is done
with the spirit of promoting collaboration between
Zimbabwean researchers and their foreign counterparts.

Foreign Researchers Committee Chairperson Mr S Chigwamba
Responding to Questions at the Workshop

Mr Chigwamba emphasised the need for registered
researchers to submit progress reports when applying for
renewal of registration certificates. On compilation of the
registered research, a soft and hardcopy of the report must
be deposited with the RCZ and the National Archives.
In closing, Mr Chigwamba informed participants that the
RCZ is open to dialogue on registration of researchers.
Participants were invited to offer comments and
recommendations on improving the registration process.

RCZ EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MRS S MUZITE, GIVING THE WELCOME
REMARKS

The Chairman stated that in an effort to improve the
registration process and ensure that all researchers are up
to date with the requirements for registration, hence the
workshop was planned.

The other highlights of the workshop touched on
Obligations of Institutions of Affiliation in Registration of
Foreign Researchers, Research Audits, Experiences by
Regulators and Researchers. Draft Regulations that are
being formulated for the Registration of Foreign
Researchers were tabled for the workshop consideration
and recommendations. Comments obtained from
stakeholders will be incorporated into final regulations.
The workshop also gave Institutions of Affiliation a
platform to share their experiences in the registration of
Foreign Researchers and highlight their expectations from
registration of Foreign Researchers.

In delivering the workshop objectives, RCZ executive
Director, Mrs S. Muzite indicated that, the workshop was
aimed at providing an opportunity for stakeholders in the
research fraternity to interact with the RCZ as a regulator.
The workshop presented an opportunity to clarify
obligations of Institutions of Affiliation in registration of
foreign researchers while, at the same time, explaining the
expectations of RCZ when applying for registering as Foreign
Researchers.
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Foreign Researchers Registration Sensitisation and Consultative Workshop in Pictures

From left Prof Sithole, Mrs Muzite and Mr Chigwamba at the workshop

Dr Garwe Chairing a session at the workshop

Delegates following proceedings

Delegates during group discussions
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Delegates during group discussions

A presenter elaborating issues from group discussions

4. The Awards Categories

11th ZIRS CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
FOR AWARDS

Category

1. Background
The Research Council of Zimbabwe will be hosting the 11th
Zimbabwe International Research Symposium on the 16th and 17th of
February 2017 under the theme: ‘Research for Unlocking
Entrepreneurship: Bridging the Gap.’ The Government of
Zimbabwe recognises the contribution of entrepreneurs to job
creation, poverty elimination and economic transformation. There is
common interest in harnessing this potential. The support of targeted
and evidence-based strategies to promote growth of the sector in the
developing world is required. As key players in the economy,
entrepreneurs need to acquire new knowledge to innovate.

Presidential Awards
Robert Gabriel Mugabe Award to an
individual or team for outstanding research
Award to a Female Researcher for outstanding
research
Award to a Company / Institute for
outstanding application of Research &
Development.

#

Cash
Prize

1

$15,000.0
0

1

$7,500.00

1

$7,500.00

Social Sciences and Humanities

1

$3,000.00

RCZ hosts symposia biennially to bring together researchers, policy
makers, industry, commerce and various users of research results
within and outside Zimbabwe. The 11th ZIRS seeks to bridge the gap
between entrepreneurs and use of research results for the production
of quality goods and services.

Health Sciences

1

$3,000.00

Natural and Environmental Sciences

1

$3,000.00

National Security

1

$3,000.00

2. Objectives
The aims of the Zimbabwe International Research Symposium are:
I.
To provide a platform for bridging the researchentrepreneurs’ knowledge gap for national wealth creation;
II.
To enable researchers and decision makers at all levels
(including entrepreneurship level) in Zimbabwe and the
rest of the world to exchange information, research
findings and ideas for unlocking growth potential; and
III.
To promote smart partnerships among researchers,
entrepreneurs and other users of research results to ensure
application of research results.

University Student Research Award

1

$2,000.00

College Student Research Award

1

$2,000.00

Young Scientist – Secondary School

1

$1,000.00

Young Scientist – Primary School

1

$500.00

Sectorial Awards

Academic Awards

5. How to make a Nomination
Obtain the ‘Call for Nominations Document’ describing the procedure,
official nomination criteria form with the criteria used in deciding the
winning entries from the Research Council of Zimbabwe (RCZ) offices
at the address stated below or from the university, college or public
research centre near you or download from the RCZ website:
www.rcz.ac.zw

3. Thematic Areas Guidelines
The Call for Nominations is in any of the following National
Research Priority theme areas:
3.1 Social Sciences and Humanities

Understanding who we are as a nation, what we want, need
and where we want to be in the future. Directing research
to deliberately shape our future.
3.2 Sustainable Environmental and Resource Management in
Zimbabwe

Improving the way, we utilize our land, water, mineral and
energy resources through a better understanding of human
and environmental systems and the use of new production
technologies, as well as aerospace and other sensing
technologies.
3.3 Promoting and Maintaining Good Health

Promoting good health and well-being for all
Zimbabweans.
3.4 National Security of Zimbabwe

Safeguarding Zimbabwe from terrorism, crime, invasive
diseases and pests, strengthening our understanding of
Zimbabwe’s place in the region and the world, guarding
the proper exploitation of our natural resources and
securing our infrastructure.

The nominations submitted will be subjected to a thorough verification
and assessment process by a panel of experts and ranked to decide the
winning entries for each category. Self nomination is allowed although
not encouraged.
6. Renomination
Nominations entered previously and did not win but have improved
from the last entry may be renominated.
7. Selection Criteria
The nomination must:
7.1 Be supported by evidence;
7.2 Be in any field of the National Research Priority Areas;
7.3 Be based on distinguished achievement;
7.4 Be based on work done in Zimbabwe; and
7.5 Contribute to the attainment of ZIM-ASSET.
8.

Deadline for submission of nominations

1500 hours on 30 September 2016
Send your nominations to:
The Executive Director,
Research Council of Zimbabwe
11 Stafford Road, Harare

Nominations for awards are being invited from individuals or
group(s) and/or companies who have done outstanding research in
their areas of specialisation and/or have registered success in
employing Research and Development (R&D) or commercialisation
of research results.

Nominations may be emailed to: awards@rcz.ac.zw. Respondents may
also copy technical@rcz.ac.zw.
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CONTACTS US
Research Council of Zimbabwe
Office: 11 Stafford Road Mt Pleasant Harare
Telephone: + (263) 4 304787, 304733, 304861,
Cell phone: + (263) 712954332, +263712954330
Website: www.rcz.ac.zw
Email: secretary@rcz.ac.zw
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