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1.0  INTRODUCTION

In 2011, Government approved the National Research Priorities. The 
Research Council of Zimbabwe (RCZ) played a major role in developing 
these priorities. The national research priorities are a set of theme areas 
towards which financial and other resources will be deliberately directed. 
This document provides a concise summary of the National Research 
Priorities to inform the various research stakeholders.

2.0 ABOUT THE RESEARCH COUNCIL 
     OF ZIMBABWE

The RCZ was established in 1986 by an Act of Parliament, the Research 
Act (Chapter 10:22). Its mandate is to promote, direct, supervise and 
coordinate research. A major function of the RCZ is advising Government 
on research priorities. The RCZ also provides an exceptional forum for 
interaction and discussion for the mutual benefit of Government, academia, 
industrialists and other users of research results. In addition, the RCZ is a 
conduit for financial and infrastructural support for collaborative research 
among research institutes and councils.

2.1 Vision 
To be the pivotal leader, steering all research towards the sustainable 
development of Zimbabwe.
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3.1 Why Research Prioritisation? 

Research funding remains the mainstay for sustainable national socio-eco-
nomic development. Worldwide, the level of a country’s investment into 
research has been known to have a direct correlation to the country’s level 
of socio-economic development. The United States of America, Germany, 
China, Brazil, India, Malaysia, South Korea, South Africa, are just a few 
examples of many countries across the globe that have realised astronomic 
levels of economic growth through the establishment of well coordinated 
programmes of research.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
In Zimbabwe, the national research system is characterized by limited 
financing of research. Thus, the local national needs remain unaddressed. 
The Research Prioritisation Exercise is an attempt at directing the limited 
financial resources to local areas of need.

Research Prioritisation is about identifying those areas in which the country 
has a realistic chance at harnessing national resources for socio-economic 
development. The exercise is also about addressing the critical problems 
facing the country. It is envisaged that, over time, the national research 
capacity will increase through the continued availing of resources to and 
capacity building in strategic areas.
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2.2 Mission 
To achieve this vision RCZ shall guide, coordinate and promote research 
activities by: 
 • Directing relevant quality research and creating knowledge 
   sharing platforms aimed at addressing national development   
   priorities.
 • Developing and nurturing a research culture for evidence-based  
   decision making.
 • Ensuring ethical, safe, and valid research practices .

2.3 Values
 • Innovation
 • Integrity
 • Professionalism
 • Quality
 • Ethics
 • Learning culture
 • Hunhu/ Ubuntu

2.4 RCZ Committees
The operational arms of the RCZ are its standing committees. At present, 
there are five committees namely, National Research Prioritisation and 
Strategic Planning Committee, Research Control and  Coordination Com-
mittee, Research Promotion, Publicity and Resource mobilisation Commit-
tee, Foreign Researchers Committee and Finance, Administration and 
Human Resources Committee. The work of these committees is coordinat-
ed with a view to facilitate the development of the National Research 
Agenda.
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3.2 Selecting the National Research Priorities – The Process

Selecting national research priorities began with a preliminary desk 
research of the processes carried out by other countries. Ideally, the study 
of other countries should have involved visits to the respective countries. 
However, due to limited financial resources this was not done. Following the 
desk study and an in depth analysis of the national policies and plans, a set 
of proposed priorities was developed.

A two day stakeholders’ workshop was then held where Participants from 
academia, Government research institutions, industrialists and parastatals 
worked out the priorities using internationally recognised tools. Four (4) 
priority theme areas and twenty two (22) associated goals were identified. 
The National Research Priorities were then presented to Government for 
consideration.  

• Transforming Agriculture
• Value addition to Zimbabwe’s Natural             
  Resources
• Water as a critical resource 
  (availability and utilisation)
• Sustainable use of Zimbabwe’s
  Ecosystems including forests and                                                                       
  bio-diversity
• Responding to Climate Change
  and variability



4.0 The National Research Priorities

The four National Research Priority theme areas and twenty two associated 
goals are given in the table below.

Table: Summary of the National Research Priority Themes 
and Goals

4.0 THE NATIONAL RESEARCH 
      PRIORITIES
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The Social Sciences and Humanities 
[Understanding who we are as a nation, 
what we want, need and where we want 
to be in the future. Directing research to 
deliberately shape our future]

Theme Goals

• Strengthening Zimbabwe Social and  
  economic Fabric
• Strengthening National Policy    
  making processes
• Understanding our region and the   
  world
• Intellectual property rights in 
  Zimbabwe

Sustainable Environmental and 
Resource Management
[Improving the way we utilize our land, 
water, mineral and energy resources 
through a better understanding of 
human and environmental systems and 
the use of new production 
technologies, as well as aero-space 
and other sensing technologies]

• Transforming Agriculture
• Value addition to Zimbabwe’s Natural             
  Resources
• Water as a critical resource 
  (availability and utilisation)
• Sustainable use of Zimbabwe’s
  Ecosystems including forests and                                                                       
  bio-diversity
• Responding to Climate Change
  and variability
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4.0 THE NATIONAL RESEARCH 
      PRIORITIES

Theme Goals

• Understanding and developing
  deep earth Resources
• Developing sustainable energy
  Resources
• Overcoming land degradation
• Bringing to life Zimbabwe’s System               
  of Science, Technology and 
  Innovation

Promoting and Maintaining Good 
Health [Promoting good health and 
well being for all Zimbabweans]

• Increasing access to health Facilities
• Preventive Health care
• Revitalising Zimbabwe’s National          
  Health Delivery system
• A Healthy start to life: countering         
  impacts of genetic, maternal, social     
  and environmental factors which      
  dispose infants to ill-health and  
  reduce their well being and life  
  potential

National Security of Zimbabwe
[Safeguarding Zimbabwe from 
terrorism, crime, invasive diseases and 
pests, strengthening our 
understanding of Zimbabwe’s place in 
the region and the world, guarding the 
proper exploitation of our natural 
resources and securing our 
infra-structure]

• Protecting Zimbabwe from terrorism  
  and crime
• Transformational Defence 
  Technologies
• Protecting Zimbabwe from invasive  
  diseases and pests
•Guarding the proper exploitation of   
  the country’s resources
• Safeguarding Critical Infrastructure
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5.0 CONCLUSION

5.0 Conclusion

The Research Council of Zimbabwe is pleased to be publicising the national 
research priorities. In publicising the approved priority areas of research, the 
RCZ, is by no means suggesting that they are cast in stone. To the contrary, 
the identified priority areas are a baseline for ongoing dialogue in developing 
a dynamic national research agenda. The rcz will, from time to time, revisit 
the priority areas in order to ensure that they remain relevant to national 
socio-economic development. It is now the responsibility of the country’s 
research entities and funders of research to consistently refer to and build 
capacity around the national research priorities.
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